FAMILY INTERVIEW QUESTIONS

1. What is your full name?

2. Who was your father?

3. When was he born?

4. Where was he born?

5. When and where was he married?  

6. Was there more than one marriage?

7. If so, to whom, where, and when?

8. Where did he die?

9.  Where is he buried?

10. What is your mother’s name ( maiden name)

11. When was she born?

12. Where was she born? 

13. Was she married to anyone other than your father?

14. When did she die?

15. Where did she die?

16. Where is she buried?

17. Who was  your father’s father?

18. When and where was he born?

19. When was he married to your grandmother?

20. Where did they marry?

21. When did he die?

22. Where did he die?

23. Where is he buried?

24. Who was your father’s mother( maiden name)?

25. When was she born?

26. Where was she born?

27. Was she married to anyone other than your grandfather? If so, when and to whom?

28.  When did she die?

29. Where did she die?
30. Where is she buried?

31. Who was your mother’s father?
32. When was he born?
33. Where was he married?

34. When did the marry?

35. Was there more than one wife?

36. when did he die?

37. Where did he die?

38. Where is he buried?

39. Do you know which churches the families were affiliated with?

40. All sides the same church?

41. Do you know if any family members owned property?

42. Do you know if any family members became citizens?

43. If so, where and when?

44. Do you know where the family came from?

45. Do you know when?

SOME FURTHER THOUGHTS…..;…..
When interviewing family members, its best tape record all responses and make notes later.  Begin, by taking along an ancestor chart and this basic list of questions. Fill out the ancestor chart for every generation that they can name.  Also, its best to take family group sheets along with you and use those also as a guide.  Chances are you will have to reinterview the same person a few times once information is gathered to support their statements.  Do not be alarmed if your family member gave you information that differs from the records!  Sometimes our family members are not always correct or the family legend was somehow misunderstood.  If possible, go to the cemeteries with your tape recorder, camcorder, camera, and some chalk.  You may find some of your dates there and you want to make notes as to who your ancestors are buried around for further clues. 
Many libraries and local genealogical societies have cemetery information in books as well.  If your ancestors had an old homested, you may wish to obtain photos of that as well ( with the current owner’s permission).  While you are visiting relatives, ask to copy any old photographs they may have of the family as well. 
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